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NOTES AND NEWS 



The following obituary notice of James Hutchinson Stirling is from 
The London Times: " Serious students of philosophy and the philosoph- 
ical aspects of theology will learn with regret of the death from acute 
pneumonia of the veteran metaphysician Dr. James Hutchinson Stirling, 
which occurred at his residence at Trinity, near Edinburgh yesterday 
morning. He had been in failing health for some time, but his mind 
remained clear to the end. About six weeks ago he was visited by 
Emeritus-Professor Campbell Fraser, who is now in his ninetieth year. 
Born in Glasgow on June 22, 1820, he began to attend the winter classes 
at Glasgow University in 1833, and completed the course in arts and medi- 
cine in 1842, in which year he became a licentiate of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, Edinburgh. He early showed a remarkable aptitude for logical 
and metaphysical inquiries, and in 1838, at the suggestion of the moral 
philosophy professor, Dr. Fleming, made trial of his critical powers by a 
thesis in examination of St. Anselm's a priori argument for theism, which 
he had then no hesitation in pronouncing a mere sophism, though he lived 
to regard it as ' the first word of modern philosophy.' He also distin- 
guished himself in chemistry and dabbled in literature. In 1842 he sent 
one of his poems to Carlyle, who dipped into it here and there, pronounced 
it unpublishable, and advised him to stick to medicine. For some years he 
followed the advice, settling in 1843 at Hirwain, Glamorganshire, whence 
he removed to Glyn Neath, in the same county. Meanwhile he contributed 
a few trifles in prose and verse to Douglas Jerrold's Magazine, Leigh 
Hunt's Journal, and other periodicals. These fugitive pieces, which attest 
the soundness of Carlyle's judgment, appeared in collective form, with an 
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imaginary dialogue in which Burns is the chief speaker, under the title 
' Burns in Drama, together with Saved Leaves,' Edinburgh, 1878, 8vo. 
In 1851 Stirling retired from practise and went abroad. For nearly two 
years he resided in Paris, studying chemistry under Dumas, toxicology 
under Orfila, physiology under Milne Edwards, and French literature 
under Ampere. Migrating to Germany about 1854, he devoted himself to 
the serious study of transcendentalism, particularly of Kant and Hegel. 
He resided at Heidelberg, and attended the lectures of Schenkel, but 
formed independent philosophical views. He also visited Bonn and Stutt- 
gart, and returned to this country in 1857. Having, as he believed, pene- 
trated into the inmost spirit of the Hegelian philosophy, and seen the idea 
rise from the Kantian categories like Venus from the sea, Stirling desired 
his countrymen to share the same august vision. He settled accordingly 
in Edinburgh, and, while engaged in casting the results of his German 
studies into shape, submitted the philosophy of Sir William Hamilton, 
which then lay like an incubus on the North British mind, to the critical 
scalpel. The result was a volume of strictures, no less damaging than 
those of John Stuart Mill, and published in the same year (1865) under 
the title ' Sir William Hamilton ; being the Philosophy of Perception, an 
Analysis' (London, 8vo). His principal work, also published in 1865, 
' The Secret of Hegel ' (London, two vols., 8vo), hardly fulfilled the prom- 
ise of the title, but did much to correct prevalent misconceptions. (A 
new edition came out in 1898.) It was followed in 1881 by one which 
should in logic have preceded it — viz., ' Text-book to Kant : The Critique 
of Pure Reason ' (Edinburgh, 8vo) — a work intended to exhibit the affilia- 
tion of the Hegelian to the Kantian system, and condensing the results of 
many years of intense study. The value of both works is seriously im- 
paired by the uncouth mannerism of their style. In 1889-90 Stirling 
delivered the first course of lectures in Edinburgh on the GifTord Founda- 
tion, in which, with much discursiveness and multifarious learning, not 
all of it relevant, he weighed the arguments for and against theism. 
They were published under the title ' Philosophy and Theology ' (Edin- 
burgh, 1890, 8vo). In 1894 appeared his ' Darwinianism: Workmen and 
Work' (Edinburgh, 8vo), an investigation into the origin of the 'Origin 
of Species.' Stirling also translated and annotated a valuable text-book 
— Schwegler's ' History of Philosophy ' — of which a twelfth edition ap- 
peared in 1893, and published, among other lectures, a course on ' The 
Philosophy of Law,' delivered before the Juridical Society of Edinburgh 
in November, 1871. His latest published volumes were : ' What is 
Thought, or The Problem of Philosophy : by way of a General Conclusion 
so far,' 1900; and ' The Categories,' 1903. The University of Edinburgh 
conferred upon Stirling the degree of LL.D. in 1867, and the Philosophical 
Society of Berlin elected him a foreign member in 1872. He was also 
created later an honorary LL.D. of Glasgow University. He stood for the 
chair of Moral Philosophy at Edinburgh in 1868, and is said never to have 
quite forgiven the university for preferring Dr. Calderwood. In politics 
he was a strong Tory; in theology his views were supposed to be broad, 
but he always considered himself a member of the Kirk, and maintained 
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the incompatibility of the Christian faith with the Hegelian philosophy. 
He was an omnivorous reader and a precocious conversationalist." 

The Association of Teachers of Psychology in the Colleges and Nor- 
mal School of the North Central States met on April 3 at the University 
of Chicago, with the following program: "Simplifying the Introductory 
Course in Psychology": Rowland Haynes; "The Value of Psychology to 
the Teacher": Hiss Hazel Aekley; "The Course in Psychology for the 
Rural Teacher " : Mrs. L. Pitmann ; " Teaching the Organic Conception 
in the Introductory Course": J. B. Miner; "A Device by which Physi- 
ological Concepts may be Employed in Teaching Psychological Processes " : 
N. A. Harvey; "Conflicting Ideals in the Teaching of Psychology": 
James Rowland Angell; "The Written Recitation and the Participating 
Demonstration ": Carl E. Seashore; " Relearning an Act of Skill ": Edgar 
James Swift; "Art and Conduct": Miss Kate Gordon; "The Value of 
Social Psychology " : E. L. Talbert ; " Elementary Psychology and the 
Elementary Teacher": Walter S. Athearn; "A Course of Applied Psy- 
chology for School Teachers": Frank C. Bruner; "Social Psychology": 
Charles H. Judd. 

The Popular Science Monthly for April is devoted entirely to Darwin. 
The contents are as follows: "Life and Works of Darwin": Dr. Henry 
Fairfield Osbom; "The Individuality of Charles Darwin": Charles F. 
Cox; "Darwin and Geology": Professor John James Stevenson; "Darwin 
and Botany": Dr. Nathaniel Lord Britton; "Darwin and Zoology": 
Dr. Herman C. Bumpus; "For Darwin": Professor T. H. Morgan; 
" Predarwinian and Postdarwinian Biology": Professor William Morton 
Wheeler; "The Halo of a Hundred Years": Professor R. M. Wenley; 
" The Origin of the Theory of Natural Selection " : Dr. Alfred Russell 
Wallace; "The First Presentation of the Theory of Natural Selection": 
Sir Joseph Hooker; "The Progress of Science": Darwin Manuscripts: 
Portraits of Darwin: Celebrations in Honor of Darwin. 

Rudolf Eucken's " Die Lebensanschauungen der grossen Denker," 
etc., will shortly appear in English translation under the title " The 
Problem of Human Life as Viewed by the Great Thinkers from Plato to 
the Present Time." The translators are Professor Williston S. Hough, 
of The George Washington University, and W. R. Boyce Gibson, of the 
University of London. Professor Eucken was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Literature last year, and the above work is his best known and most 
popular book. 

The Oxford University Press announces for spring publication 
Hobbes's "Leviathan," edited by W. G. Pogson Smith; "Plato's Theory 
of Ideas," by J. A. Stewart; " Theophrastus," edited by II. Diels; and 
" Aristotle's Criticism of Plato," by J. M. Watson. 

Professor Simon Somerville Laurie, of the University of Edinburgh, 
died on March 2, at the age of seventy-nine years. Professor Laurie was 
known for his writing in the fields both of education and of general 
philosophy. 



